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‘Namami Indus' rejuvenation project on cards

All stakeholders from Himachal, Punjab, Jammu & Kashmir and Chandigarh to be roped in

KuLpEEP CHAUHAN
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, JUNE 28
After the “Namami Gange”
river rejuvenation project,
the Ministry of Forests and
Environment and Climate
Change hasdecided toimple-
ment the “Namami Indus
River” rejuvenation project
in a year's time involving all
stakeholders from Himachal
Pradesh, Punjab, Jammu &
Kashmir and the Union Terri-
tory of Chandigarh.
Inaugurating a two-day
workshop of stakeholders for
the preparation of a detailed
project report (DPR) for the
rejuvenation of the Indus riv-
er basin project through
forestryinterventions, Forest
Minister Govind  Singh
Thakur said conservation of

Water crisis has underscored the need for conservation of the
Himalayan rivers, jungle and biodiversity.

DPR in one year

® Forest Minister Govind
Singh Thakur said conserva-
tion of water sources of
perennial Himalayan rivers
of Indus basin — Sutlej, Ravi,

" Beas, Chenab and Jhelumis
" very important.

= These rivers support and
sustain the livelihoods of a
large populace of the hill and
those living downstream.

= Officiating director, HFRI, said
the DPR of the project would
be completed ina year.

water sources of perennial
Himalayan rivers of Indus
basin — Sutlej, Ravi, Beas,
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livelihoods of a large popu-
lace of the hill and those liv-
ing downstream.

Thakur said the water crisis
has underscored the need for

Himalayan rivers, jungleand
biodiversity. Like the Nama-
mi Gange project, the Indus
river system project would
become a reality soon as all

conservation of

the
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stakeholders would act as a

team for this project.

He said Himachal was
trying to increase green
forest cover up to 35 per
cent. “We will plant 25 lakh
green saplings during the
five-day Van Mahaotsav
this year”, he added.

Officiating director,
Himalayan Forest Research
Institute (HFRD, which
organised the workshop, SP
Negi said the Centre had
directed theinstitute to com-
plete the DPR of the project
in a year time. This work-
shop would get inputs from
all stakeholders, including
scientists, NGOs and farm-
ers, who would be benefitted
by the project, he added.

PrCCF (Wildlife)
Himachal, Dr Savita cited
the implementation of the

the Namami Gange project
for which the DPR was pre-
pared under her guidance.

Principal Chief Conservator,
Forests, Himachal, Ajay
Kumar said it was for the first
time that the DPR would be
focusing on the reduction of
discharge of silt in the rivers
using forestry interventions.

Principal Chief Conservator,
Forests, Punjab, Jtendra
Sharma said water security
and water politics were going
to grow because of depletion
of river resources and water
scarcity across the country.
Indus Basin rejuvenation
concern Punjab and other
states as most of the fresh
water from rains that goes
waste, can be stored for
recharging by using water-
shed modes and NGOs.

The Stajesm@u

Dectalled Project
Report to be
prepared for
rejuvenation of
Indus basin

SHIM LA, 28 JUNE
Sensitive towards thhe concern
of comnservation of water
resources, thhe various stake—
holders from the northern
region have joined hands to

prepare a Detail Project Report
for rejuvenation of Imdus

er basin.

Working in this direction,
FXirn van Forest Rescearch
Institute (FIFRD, Shirmila on
Friday orsanised a two-day
long launch Workshop and
Bramnmstorming for prepara—
tion of DPR for rejuvenation
ofindus througsih Fo
intervention. The workshop
is being attended by various
stakeholdersfroom thestates
of Fhamachal Pradesh, Pun—
jab, Jammu and Kashmir and
Urdon Terntoryof Chandigarby

e imaugsurating the

the Indus River basin also
which have five rmajor rivers
— Beas, Chenab, Ravi. Sudej
and Jhelum originatings and
flowing throush the states of
¥ lirmachal Pradesh and
Jarmnu and Kas ir. Srs
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