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Report on the celebration of "International Biodiversity Day" organized
by Himalayan Forest Research Institute, Shimla

ICFRE-HFRI, Shimla celebrated International Bio-diversity Day (IBD) on May 22, 2023 in the
Institute under the theme -From Agreement to Action: Build Biodiversity Back. At the
outset, Dr. Joginder Singh, CTO welcomed all the participants and highlighted the rationale
behind celebration of IBD. Dr. Sandeep Sharma, Director In-charge elaborated on the
importance of IBD and emphasized that we should not focus only on the conservation of
tree species but should also conserve shrub and herbaceous plants. Dr. Jagdish Singh,
Scientist, told that it is very important to maintain balance among the various components
of biodiversity. He further said that the LiFE Mission program is going on in the country, for
which 75 action plans have been suggested for the protection of the environment. Every
citizen of the country can make an important contribution in environmental protection by
taking small steps. Dr. Ranjit Kumar, Scientist, delivered a lecture on the theme of this year
as the keynote speaker. He explained about the purpose of the Bio-diversity Convention.
Dr. Kumar said that the Indian Himalayan region is a hot spot of biodiversity, which is

spread over an area of 5.3 lakh square meters and 21 types of forests are found here.

He told that there are 18,940 plant species and more than 30,000 wild animal species in the
Himalayan region. Among the plant species, there are 6745 angiosperm (flowering plants)

species belonging to 225 families and 1768 genera in the northwestern and western



Himalayas. He also talked about biodiversity levels, value, ecosystem services, causes of
biodiversity loss, impact of climate change on biodiversity, sustainable use and
conservation, especially the conservation of biodiversity in the Himalayan regions. Seventy
people including scientists, officers, researchers and staff were present on the occasion.
Apart from this, the employees working at the Feed Research Stations joined the program

through online mode.
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