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Report on celebration of International Day for Biological Diversity-2026 by
ICFRE-HFRI, Shimla.

o ar 3R 9 - BATGRT ao HJHUE FEAW, RIAAT A 22 AS 2026 A “HAUET Sa-fafaerar
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HAHH I eI AU, 3. FAST uferarer & AT e § g1 Ieglel Safafaerar axaor
YT Fddq AP F Feldr ol A TURT AT, Muhdist IR AfF-fAATAst f Ageaqor
AP W I AT 3ogiel TAAT fh FAGT FR W FU 7T BE-0I T —g et atet 6
FSIET el EXETOT, Il JTATHT &l FI&TT TUT Feld dlfetenl @l doral SA-dfAeh Stafafaerdr et
T oIfd 7 AgeaquT ATErT & Fhdl
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Uoe foafaared, T2ee & daedia oo Jamer fr sr. 2o I o BA™T & dcd UKy
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ST, Fcrer o fGATTe e AR SFA-HeAR & fAffiest [Sell # 918 St arell 3mshiAe (Invasive)
gy gofadl ot Erigeron, Bidens pilosa, Tagetus minuta, Solanum chacoense, Delairea odorata a2
Broussonetia papyrifera & SR # faFdR & AT 3ogla Soloh G2l TATIATAET, Hel T T
TR TSHART TR JHAIGT P (@b PR gV gl o AT e AT & 9fd 3cdd
TacaAefer & &1

3egial Helianthus ISIITa T Vinca major ST ERUYAAR FSlTddl & 39T F gEdIed T
fosATor & Femaeatt o off ==t il @y & Farm F 3eEe gyentaar H Asteraceae Fel T
TreteTeT Faifteh &, fSieh aTe Lamiaceae el & TUIT &1 3wl Siafafderar @3efor & fav ma™
YeAEATeT, HACTS HEATRIAT 3N d=rfoten IR St Srefeprioleh I0ENTaal & 3Taedehdr
o &2l

SATEAT & 9T =l 6 3Afd fhar arar| s8@a 31, ot dl o SFA-HA # Ageratina
adenophora %1 A AT & Fawr & g fhar, @1 IR J&T abr o fer| f@eer, v,
HANT Aaferrel o Lantana @ITAAR & FHR &l AHATA, fAI707 3R geaerT & Gaftd o o)
$H W HEY Il o S foh C.R. Babu gRT g‘gré IS “Ge T TP’ Ugid THTAT %tm‘;r Ig oY
€T AT 3Ry ¢ foh Lantana Jelgel T 3g thorsfall giardl & foiw e &1 & axcd
el O TR A SHT YSU S-SR aUT TG YA aEJHI-SN eiter 3R f&ellat
& TIAT gRT dd 39T & AEIH & har S dohar g

3egil g 3 Fgl & Lantana & fAhediepd WIS 3UANT H dgrar ST ARV, dfeh 58
T T R g O R Hegaftd 3curel # gRdfdd fhar S &, 91 g3y geprsat
aF dRage Ul sEF 3l 3l soF T seee & fReR R @ smavadar
9o 1| 376 $& IR-GIHN Herear va fufdaredt grr @5 i ggat ¥ R §E g
& YIATET FT Jeo@ A §U¢slﬁ?sﬁTWLantanaW3ﬁﬁwmmﬁ$ﬁH
frv ST F@&a gl

ST FIAhA H oETedT 50 UfQenEat & &er fordm| FIsher & 3 & 31, IS A9 o gaiRe
Tedie J¥Ad FEId [Tl 3egiel fAderss st #elwr yuferarer, fea oo, faear gemmemeas st
Ydel HAR, AAMAeh-Uh, [AEAR T & AT HearRal aur @it gfqenat w1 5@ 3mase
P TG Tl g ETfGeh AR c7eh faha|

ICFRE-Himalayan Forest Research Institute, Shimla, celebrated the International Day for Biological
Diversity (IDB) on 22" May 2026, embracing the global theme “Act Locally to Create Global Impact”. The
day was marked by a series of interactive and informative events aimed at raising awareness about the
importance of biodiversity and the urgent need to conserve it at the local level.

The session commenced with a formal welcome address by Dr. Ranjana Negi, Scientist-E, to the Director,
ICFRE-HFRI, Shimla, the keynote speaker, and other participants. She highlighted the importance of
celebrating International Biodiversity day and elaborated on the theme of the year.

The celebrations began with a special address by Dr. Manisha Thapliyal, Director, ICFRE-HFRI, Shimla
emphasizing the critical role of local communities, researchers, and policymakers in protecting biodiversity
and promoting sustainable practices. The address highlighted how small, local actions—such as conserving
native plant species, protecting forest habitats, and promoting sustainable forestry—can collectively
contribute to global biodiversity goals. She highlighted the rising temperatures in India, citing Uttar Pradesh
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as an example, where temperatures could soars up to 48 °C, making life difficult for the local population and
affecting school-going children. She also stressed the need for proper documentation of invasive species.
Furthermore, she pointed out that any ecological changes in high hill regions can have catastrophic effects
on downstream areas, underscoring the interconnectedness of mountain ecosystems with rivers, agriculture,
and human settlements in lower regions. This reinforced the message that local conservation actions in the
Himalayas have far-reaching global and regional consequences. Dr. Daizy Batish, Department of Botany,
Punjab University, Chandigarh, delivered the expert talk on rising plant invasions and declining floral
diversity in the Himalayas. She elaborated on the environmental impacts of invasive species on native
ecosystems and emphasized sustainable strategies for preserving Himalayan flora, including community-
based conservation initiatives, habitat restoration, and scientific monitoring. Dr. Batish provided an in-depth
overview of invasive plant species such as Erigeron, Bidens pilosa, Tagetus minuta, Solanum chacoense,
Delairea odorata, Broussonetia papyrifera in different districts of Himachal Pradesh and Jammu &
Kashmir, highlighting their ecological impacts on native vegetation, soil health, and local livelihoods. She
said that Himalayas are very sensitive to plant invasion. She also talked about the sustainable management
of weeds through eco- plantations and sustainable utilization of weeds such as Helianthus sp. and Vinca
major for the purpose of making handicraft items. She also discussed about the major invasive families
where in Asteraceae has contributed the most followed by Laminaceae. She also discussed sustainable
strategies for biodiversity preservation, including habitat restoration, community involvement, and scientific
monitoring to curb the spread of invasive species.

The talk was followed by discussion session, where in Dr. Ranjana Negi queried about the status of
Ageratina adenophora in Jammu and Kashmir, the speaker answered her query. Director, ICFRE-HFRI,
Shimla also queried about the prevention of spreading, mitigation and management of Lantana weed,
wherein she cited the example of cut root stock method by C.R. Babu for removal of Lantana but she also
said that it is the home of bulbul and other fruit eating birds also, in such situation how this weed can be
managed. The speaker responded that the weed can be effectively managed through eco-plantations and its
sustainable utilization in the production of locally useful items such as furniture and toys. She emphasized
promoting decentralized, community-based use of the weed so that it can be processed and converted into
value-added products locally, without the need for collection and transportation to distant processing units.
She also emphasized that constant monitoring is also required for its management. She also mentioned about
efforts from few NGOs / Universities who are working on making of biochar bricks out of pine needles,

such type of products can be made on trial basis for Lantana too. About 50 people participated in the

program.

In the end Dr. Ranjana Negi proposed a formal vote of thanks in which she expressed her gratitude to
the Director, ICFRE-HFRI, Dr. Manisha Thapliyal, key note speaker, Head Extension Division, Dr. Pawan
Kumar, Scientist-F and staff of extension division and all the participants for making this celebration a
success.
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